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that you rejoice with us in eternity, we have sent to
you Boniface, who will baptize you and will instruct
you in the faith of God. Obey him in all tilings, honor
him as a father, regard his teachings." Boniface was
further recommended to the Germanic chiefs by Charles
Martel, the Prankish mayor. Thanks to this support
Boniface was able to penetrate into the heart of Ger-
many, where he held services, cut down the sacred
trees, and stopped the worship of idols. In this manner
he succeeded in converting a part of the chiefs of the
people in Bavaria, in Thuringia, and in Hesse. Then
he established himself at Mainz with the title of arch-
bishop. The Saxons in the valley of the Weser still
remained a pagan people. After a series of bloody
wars, Charlemagne forced their chiefs to accept bap-
tism. Then he established bishops and monks in all
the country, endowed them richly, and decreed the pen-
alty of death on every Saxon who should adore his
ancient gocls or who should fail to observe the fasts
prescribed by the church. All Germany thus found
itself Christian and, like England, attached to Rome
and devoted to the pope. Germany, in its turn, sent
missionaries to evangelize the pagans of Scandinavia
and warriors to exterminate the heathen Slavs.